
I hope you are pleasantly surprised to see this newsletter has    

a new facelift!  I want to express my sincere appreciation to 

Jennifer Rivera for her splendid work on this new issue. 
 

The year 2010 is here already and we are looking forward to 

the best year yet.  We want those of you who are already 

members of Missouri Association of the Deaf (MoAD) to 

know you are our most valued asset.  Do you see where your 

skills and resources can add to our strength?  If you have a 

skill as an artist, creative artwork painter, grant/sponsor writer, or other talent, 

please do not hold back!  Come forward and let me know.  Smileé. 
 

MoAD is very excited to share the good news with all of you about our full 

schedule for the year of 2010.  Our Board of Directorsô meetings will be held in 

four different cities.  On February 20th, we will meet in St. Louis; May 15th in 

Springfield; August 21 in Columbia; and November 20 in Kansas City (locations 

and times can be found on the back page of this newsletter).  We hope you will 

spread the word to your families and friends.  Remind them that everyone is 

welcome to attend board meetings.  You can come and learn about MoAD.  You 

can tell us what changes you would like to see.  Do you see our organization as a 

place of service?  Your feedback will help us to make necessary improvements 

and changes to the organization.  Your opinion and perspective is highly valued by 

MoAD leadership.  I hope you will take a few minutes to write to me at 

president@moadshowme.org and let me know your thoughts about MoADôs  

activities and efforts. 
 

After the Board of Directorsô meeting, Miss Deaf Missouri Ambassadorship 

Program will have a BBQ chicken dinner at 5:30 pm on February 20 at Greater St. 

Louis Association of the Deaf (GSLAD).   This fundraiser is for our Miss Deaf 

Missouri Ambassador, Jessica Willoughby to participate in the Miss Deaf America 

Ambassador Competition during the week of National Association of the Deaf 

Conference in Philadelphia, PA on Friday, July 9, 2010.  Come and show your 

support for our Miss Deaf Missouri Ambassador! 
 

MoAD will have two functions on March 27, 2010 at Missouri School for the Deaf 

(MSD) in Fulton, MO.  We have a great day planned so be sure to mark on your 

calendar! 
 

On that Saturday (March 27th), we will have a workshop for both the Deaf and 

Interpreting communities, called ñAudism Unveiledò.   

 

Turn to President, Page 2   

Presidentôs Welcome by Ella Eakins 
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NAD Leadership Training Conference (NLTC) 
By Debra Galindo-Salazar 

Presidentôs Welcome 
(Continued from Page 1) 
 

After viewing the Audism video, we will have an open discussion to share our 

perspectives on that topic.  I would like to encourage all Deaf individuals and  
Interpreters to attend this workshop.  Sharing a variety could be a very valuable 

experience for all of us.  The flier can be found on page 9.   
 

We will also show an ASL Film, ñGeraldò after the workshop.  The ñGeraldò Film 

will be in ASL only which I believe will be good for everyoneôs viewing (and 

good practice for the interpretersô receptive skillsðsmile!).  To save travel time, 

we have scheduled both functions on the same day, like, ñkilling two birds with 

one stone. 
 

The weekend of June 4-6, MoAD will sponsor our first ever ñMissouri Deaf 

Campò.  This will be at Basswood Resort in Platte City, MO.  See the flier on page 

11.  Plan now to join with friends and family this summer! 
 

MoAD is your organization.  We are the voice of all Missourians, representing the 

diverse interests and objectives of Deaf culture across our state.  We hope you will 

take time now and join or renew your membership.  Anyone can join - D/deaf, 

hard of hearing, or hearing.  You must be over 18 years old and a resident of 

Missouri.  However, you can be an associate member (supporter) if you are from 

another state.  And you must have a heart for teamwork as we put our talents and 

resources together to improve the lives of Deaf Missourians.  Hand in hand, 

shoulder in shoulder, we are standing strong, looking forward to a year of success 

in 2010! 
 

We will look forward to hearing from you, and to the arrival of Spring, with the 

return of beautiful birds, fragrant flowers and warm sun!  

 

Ella Eakins 

MoAD President 

Last October 28th, Missouri Association of the Deaf (MoAD) President Ella 

Eakins and 2nd Vice-President Debra Galindo-Salazar went up to Columbus, Ohio 

for the NAD Leadership Training Conference from October 28th-November 1, 

2009.  The conference was held at Hyatt Capitol for a series of workshops. The 

workshops were so awesome, we learned a lot with different diversions and 

socialized with different people from other states.  We had the nicest views of 

Columbus, Ohio from the 12th floor where we stayed.  I would like to thank 

President Ella from the bottom of my heart for teaching me to discover many 

things that I wish to learn. 
 

Workshops are amazing to learn from.  We received some of the greatest 

feedback, enjoyed Halloween, ate at various luncheons, and socialized at night.  It 

was a good chance to learn some things that we did not know.  The workshops 

were educational to all of us as well as the other attendees.  Thanks again to 

President Ella for her best educational offerings.  I learned a lot from her 

experiences and about her goals to improve things in order to be able to do her job 

efficiently.  I truly admire her goals and success. 
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Officers for 2010-2011: 

 

President:  Sharlene Haney 

 

Vice-President:  Shirley Ellis 

 

Secretary:  Meredith Hill 

 

Treasurer:  Lawrence Yates 

 

Dues Collector:  Linda King-Grier 

 

Representative:  Harold Hankins 

Jackson County Chapter of MoAD (JCC) 

Front L -R: Shirley Ellis, Sharlene Haney, and Meredith Hill 

Back L-R: Lawrence Yates and Harold Hankins 

Next meeting is on Saturday, March 6, 2010 from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Country Meadows Baptist 

Church, 4901 Leeôs Summit Road in Kansas City, MO.  The church is behind the old Stephensonôs Apple 

Farm. 

St. Louis Rams Score Touchdown for Hearing Impaired 
Submitted by Jeff Prail 

  

This can be done by making the first contact and opening dialogue, which leads to win-win situations for 

everyone. 
  

In 2006, three deaf fans, with help from National Association of the Deaf, filed suit against the Washington 

Redskins for not complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The team did not provide auxiliary aids 

and services to ensure effective communication with deaf and hard of hearing community members. In 2008, a 

federal judge district ruled in their favor, where FedEx Field must provide the accommodation. 

  

Although not mandated by the NFL, the St. Louis Rams wanted to accommodate the teamôs valued hearing 

impaired fans.  During this yearôs Edward Jones Dome refurbishment, the Rams made adding live open 

captioning a priority from a game production standpoint.  

  

Jeff Prail, Paraquadôs Deaf and Hard of Hearing Specialist, worked with Matt Cady, the Rams' assistant 

director of ticket operations, to get the ball rolling and Cady was extremely receptive to the concerns of the 

deaf and hard of hearing community.  He brought these concerns to the attention of others in the Rams' 

organization, who together set out to make it right. 

  

On Sunday, September 27 when the Rams opened up against the Green Bay Packers, the live open caption was 

displayed on the sideline boards and a touchdown was scored for all hearing impaired Rams fans.    

  

Approved by 

Molly Higgins 

Vice President, Corporate Communications/Civic Affairs 

St. Louis Rams 

One Rams Way 

Earth City, MO 63045 

       mhiggins@rams.nfl.com 

       www.stlouisrams.com 


