
Greetings!  
 
The long-awaited Spring has finally arrived, with 

blooming flowers, trees sprouting leaves and birds 

building their nests.  Mother Nature is just amazing.  

Spring season is my favorite of the year. 

 
I am very pleased to introduce the new members of our 

Board of Directors.  Please welcome Bob Crowell who is the Webmaster on 

our MoAD Website.  Anne Geary is the Representative of Youth Program 

which includes Junior NAD, Youth Leadership Camp (YLC), and Miss 

Deaf Missouri Ambassador.  We are so pleased to have them on the Board. 

 
As many of you know, the workshop and fund-raising event on March 27, 

2010 was a fabulous success.  Second Vice President and Workshop Chair, 

Debra Galindo-Salazar welcomed the attendees and brought opening 

remarks.  The video, ñAudism Unveiledò was viewed, then the audience was 

divided into four groups with a question for each group to discuss.  Each 

groupôs leader came to the stage and shared their groupôs discussion.  

People who wanted to share their personal experience with audism came to 

the stage and talked to the audience.  This was a powerful and emotional 

learning experience.  We took a quick lunch break and returned to watch the 

ASL Film, Gerald.  We all enjoyed seeing a well-produced film with an 

entirely deaf cast. 

 
You will be receiving your 2009 Proceeding book soon.  I hope you will be 

pleased with the new format of the book.  We are always trying to change 

things to keep them updated. 
 
Summer will be here soon.  I hope you enjoy some fun activities with family 

and friends whether you are planning to travel or stay close to home.  We 

will send out our next newsletter in August.  Until then, be safe, and as 

always, keep in touch! 

 

President Ella 
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National Association of the Deaf (NAD) Board approved that State Association 

Fee will be increased from $100 to $200 effective by after 2010 NAD Conference 

this July. 

 

Non-Profit  

Local - serving localities ($100/year) increased to $200 year 

State - serving one to nine states ($150/year) increased to $200 year 

National - serving ten or more states ($200/year) increased to $300 year 

 

For-Profit  

State - serving one to nine states ($500/year) increased to $1,000 year 

National - serving ten or more states ($1,000/year) increased to $2,000 year 

State Association Affiliation Fee from NAD 

MoADôs New Webmaster by Ella Eakins 

The MoAD Board would like to extend our congratulations to Bob Crowell as our 

new Webmaster! 

 
Since the current website has been transferred to the new website and it is partially 

completed, we have assembled a Website Committee.  Bob will be working with 

Beth Williams, Judy Benfield, and myself to create new web pages one by one  

until the site is completely developed.  Please look out for our new website at 

www.moadshowme.org and watch us grow. 

 
If you have any suggestions, please let Bob know.  He wants to hear from you!  He 

will be happy to talk with you and share your comments with the Website       

committee.  As Bob makes this transfer, we want to make sure he feels welcome 

and well-connected with you, our MoAD members.  Weôre so happy to welcome 

you to the team, Bob! 

ATTENTION!  

 
From now on, the newsletters will be posted on the MoAD website.  If you want 

to receive a newsletter in mail OR e-mail notification that the newsletter is now   

available on the website, please send an e-mail to: 

 

editor@moadshowme.org  

 

Or write to: 

 

Jennifer Rivera 

1015 Michigan St 

Mexico, MO 65265 

 

Thank you! 
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Legislative Process By Michael Boyd 

The Missouri 2010 Legislative Session officially began on January 6th in Jefferson City. 

 
I am the MoAD Legislative Process Chair that keeps you members updated on any deaf-related House and 

Senate bills.  On December 1st of 2009, the Missouri Senators refilled more than 100 senate bills in order to 

receive possible numbers for the bills to prepare for the 2010 session.  At this writing, 14 senate bills have 

been assigned; in addition, 36 house bills have been assigned.  But none of the bills are deaf-related. 

 
I will be coordinating with the Governorôs Council on Disability and the Missouri Commission of the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH) regarding any assigned deaf-related bill.  MoAD members will be informed 

when a new bill comes up.  Also, bill updates may occur from time to time throughout the session, and you 

will be informed of the updates as well.  At least a hearing concerning a bill may be possible in Jefferson City, 

and many of us are urged to attend to testify about a deaf-related bill. 

 

Two bills were introduced supporting the Deaf and Hard of Hearing citizens. 

 
Missouri House Bill 1884, which is sponsored by Representative Jeff Grisamore (Republican) of Leeôs Sum-

mit, ñadds prescribed, medically necessary hearing aids to the list of covered services under the MO HealthNet 

Programò.  The bill was introduced and read for the first time on January 28, 2010 and quickly read the second 

time on February 1, 2010.  Since then the hearing has not been scheduled by a House committee, and the bill is 

still currently not on the calendar.  Over the years, hearing aids have never been listed as covered by Medicaid.  

Legislators have not been working to get the bill passed.  The bill is at a standstill and is not moving forward.  

Please write to your local legislators and urge them to get the bill active through the House and get it passed. 

 
United States House of Representatives Bill 3101 is a big issue facing the Deaf and Hard of Hearing             

individuals nationwide.  The bill is in regards to the closed captioning on the Internet.  Technology is on the 

rise and we want the bill passed in order to keep up with the technology.  Kudos to Google which adds real 

time automatic closed captioning as a start even though it is not perfect.  Google notes the importance of 

closed captioning of videos whether it be television or internet.  One example is YouTube on the internet.  

Spoken words need to be spelled out on the bottom of the screen.  More and more electronic businesses, such 

as Blackberry are following suit.  I hope that you all have already contacted your senators and congress people 

and urged them to pass the bill. 

News from NAD about HR 3101 

On March 9th and 10th, the National Association of the Deaf (NAD) participated in two Federal               

Communications Commission (FCC) events related to the National Broadband Plan.  At each of these events, 

the availability, affordability, and accessibility of broadband and the Internet were highlighted and promoted.  

With these factors in place, the ultimate goal of broadband adoption and use across America can be achieved.  

Each of these events also highlighted and promoted H.R. 3101.   

 
This event, sponsored by the FCC and the Knight Foundation, was held at the Newseum and made available 

for viewing on the Internet through a live webcast.  The captioned event video can now be watched at     

http://www.fcc.gov/live.  Commissioner Michael Copps then introduced Congressman Ed Markey (D-MA), 

who has introduced the ñ21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Actò (HR 3101).   

 
Turn to NAD HR 3101, Page 4   
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Audism Workshop and Gerald Film Photos courtesy of William Walker 

Second Vice-President Debra Galindo-Salazar  

welcomed the attendees to the workshop. 
Title of Audism Unveiled DVD 

NAD HR 3101 
(Continued from Page 3) 
 
This act is written to help ensure that as technology changes, our nationôs commitment to ensuring access for 

all keeps pace.  Mr. Markey said the National Broadband Plan is not just a report.   

 
It takes a broad view of broadband and is a pragmatic and aspirational plan to afford high speed Internet access 

to all Americans.  NAD wants to thank both for their continued supports.  The remarks by FCC Chairman 

Julius Genachowski highlighted the need for broadband access. 

 
Few populations stand to benefit more from broadband than persons with disabilities.  Broadband has the    

potential to bridge gaps and provide opportunities that were inconceivable in the past.  Unfortunately, the 

promise of broadband for the 54 million Americans with disabilities is falling short of the reality.  The costs of 

this digital exclusion are great and getting greater.  In the 21st century, high-speed Internet is essential to an 

individualôs ability to participate in our economy and our democracy.  Rather than closing the opportunity gap 

for people with disabilities, the Internet has the potential to exacerbate inequality, if we do nothing.  This is not 

acceptable.  And we have a Congressional mandate to take action to ensure that people with disabilities are not 

left behind. 

 
I believe that legislation introduced by Congressman Ed Markey (D-MA), the ñ21st Century Communications 

and Video Accessibility Actò (H.R. 3101) should be a starting point for legislative discussions to achieve 

many of these updates.   

 

For more updates, please check out this website, which takes about 4 minutes: 

 

http://www.nad.org/blogs/lkatzhernandez/support-hr-3101-april-15#disqus_thread. 

94 people attended the Audism Workshop at Missouri School of the Deaf in Fulton on Saturday, March 27, 
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